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ARTICLE INFO    ABSTRACT 
 

 

Growth finance institutions are essential for financing economic growth. These specialized banks cover gaps 
in the market. They provide long-term financial options that are often not accessible through traditional banks. 
They focus on funding development projects in regions that are neglected by conventional lenders. To address 
significant financial gaps, DFIs employ infrastructure loans, equity investments, and technical assistance. 
They help spark private investment for social and economic progress.Development Finance Institutions 
(DFIs) are specialized financial institutions. They make growth capital available, mostly for development-
oriented projects. The promotion of social and economic development is the main duty of DFIs. The present 
topic of this study is an in-depth conceptual analysis of the creation and evolution of financial institutions in 
India. 
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INTRODUCTION 
 
The earliest development finance institutions in India were 
established in the 1950s and 1960s. These DFIs provided long-term 
funding for industrial growth. The IFC of India was established in 
1948. It provided term loans to Indian companies of all sizes. In 1955, 
the ICICI was founded with similar objectives in mind. The Industrial 
Development Bank of India was founded in 1964 with the purpose of 
providing medium- and long-term loans. Commercial banks did not 
lend much to businesses during the license raj. These groups were 
therefore essential in supporting the industry. In the 1990s, 
international investment and economic liberalization were allowed. 
The private sector saw a large number of new DFIs. These provided 
funding for new infrastructure and industrial advancements. In recent 
years, DFIs have focused on financing sectors such as microfinance 
and infrastructure. They have also brought foreign capital to India 
through equity investments, credit upgrades, and loans. The 
government is currently planning the National Asset Reconstruction 
Company. In banking, stressed assets will be handled by designating 
it as a "bad bank." 
 
Need for Developmental Finance: India's infrastructure and 
development initiatives require a significant amount of capital. 
Commercial banks are unable to provide this need on their own. The 
majority of infrastructure projects have trouble obtaining long-term 
financial finance. This is because of their hazards and lengthy 
gestation periods.By initially taking on more risks, DFIs are able to 
offer flexible financing options. It facilitates attracting private funding  
 
 
 

 
for these kinds of initiatives.For industries like MSMEs and 
affordable housing, there is a significant funding shortfall. 
Specialized financial solutions are needed for these. Establishing 
DFIs facilitates the allocation of funds for mission-mode initiatives 
and developmental priorities.This guarantees that sufficient funds will 
be available for developing endeavors. The nation's long-term 
economic competitiveness is increased as a result. Development 
Financial Institutions (DFIs) are essential to the Indian economy 
because they finance initiatives that boost employment, encourage 
economic expansion, and advance sustainable development.  
 

 Gaps in financing by offering long-term financing solutions 
for industries that commercial banks frequently cannot, DFIs 
close financial gaps.  

 Small and medium-sized businesses (SMEs) that might not 
have access to standard banking services can benefit from the 
financial services that DFIs offer.  

 Infrastructure development DFIs offer funding for energy, 
telecommunications, and transportation-related projects.  

 Encouraging the development of sustainable Initiatives for 
social welfare, environmental preservation, and renewable 
energy are just a few examples of the sustainable 
development activities that DFIs support.  

 Increasing capital DFIs contribute to both the public and 
private sectors' increased capital. Growing rates of saving and 
investing. DFIs aid in raising the rate of savings and 
investment in infrastructure projects.  

 Specialized financial organizations known as DFIs perform 
its duties in between the private investment among public 
assistance. The centraladministration or non-profit 
organizations own them.  
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Goals of Development Finance Institutions: Financing infrastructure 
projects to support the country's economic development is DFI's 
primary goal. These organizations offer long-term financial and 
technical assistance to a variety of sectors. Rather than taking deposits 
from individuals, DFIs borrow from governments, insurance 
providers, pension funds, and sovereign wealth funds. Anticipates 
banks with a surety representing the corporations in addition to 
subscriptions to shares, debentures, and other instruments. They also 
offer technical support in the form of project reports, feasibility 
studies, and consulting services. DFIs help improve loan flows to 
housing and infrastructure projects by providing credit improvement 
for these projects. DFI's major priority is the economic development 
of the country. These banks provide financial and technical assistance 
to a variety of sectors. DFIs do not accept individual deposits. They 
raise funds by borrowing from governments and selling their bonds to 
the general public. It also provides banks with an assurance that they 
would act as a representative for companies and subscriptions to 
shares, debentures, and other instruments. Businesses can raise funds 
from the general public through underwriting. In the event that the 
public does not subscribe, the institutions that underwrite an IPO 
guarantee to purchase a certain percentage of shares. They also 
provide technical assistance in the form of project reports, viability 
assessments, and consulting services.  
 
Categorization of Developmental Finance Institution: Development 
finance institutions, or DFIs, are essential to a nation's economic 
growth. They offer long-term funding to areas that are essential for 
growth but might not get enough money from traditional commercial 
banks. DFIs can be categorized according to a number of factors, such 
as their target industries, ownership, and purpose. 
 
By Purpose: Banks for Industrial Development: These institutions 
focus on providing funding to promote industry growth. Examples are 
the Industrial Development Bank of India (IDBI) and the Industrial 
Development Bank of India (IFCI). Agricultural development banks 
are financial institutions that support rural and agricultural 
development. One example is (NABARD). Export-Import Banks: 
These DFIs support international trade by providing loans for import 
and export activities. One example would be the (EXIM Bank). 
Institutions for Housing Finance: These groups provide housing 
developments with long-term funding. One such instance is the 
National Housing Bank (NHB). Microfinance Institutions: These 
DFIs focus on providing financial services to small businesses and 
low-income individuals. Examples include a large number of local 
rural banks and microfinance institutions.  
 
By possession: Government-Owned DFIs: These are DFIs, such as 
SIDBI and NABARD, that are either fully or primarily owned by the 
government; Private Sector DFIs: These are development financing 
organizations that are privately held; some examples include 
microfinance institutions; and Joint Sector DFIs, which are a 
collaboration between the government and private sector 
organizations that share ownership and administration 
responsibilities. 
 
Byfocused group: Sector-certain DFIs: These DFIs concentrate on 
certain industries, like infrastructure, agriculture, and small and 
medium-sized enterprises (SMEs).  
 
Broad-Based DFIs: These DFIs don't focus on just one industry; 
instead, they service a wide range of businesses. 
 
Gist of Development Finance Institutions in India: The Industrial 
Finance Corporation of India (IFCI), India's first development finance 
organization, was founded in 1948. As part of a World Bank 
initiative, ICICI (Industrial Credit and Investment Corporation of 
India Limited), the first DFI in the private sector, was founded in 
1955. In 1944, ICICI Limited founded its sibling firm, ICICI Bank 
Limited. The first universal bank in India was established in 2002 by 
the merger of ICICI Limited and ICICI Bank Limited.In 1964, the 
Reserve Bank of India established the Indian Development Bank 
(IDBI), which attained independence in 1976. The bank is responsible 

for making sure that a range of enterprises receive an appropriate flow 
of credit. In 2003, the bank became a universal bank. IRCI was 
established in 1971 with the intention of giving underperforming 
businesses financial and technical support. Small Industrial 
Development Bank of India originally established as an IDBI 
subsidiary in 1989, gained its independence in 1998.EXIM Bank: 
Established in January 1982, the US Export-Import Bank offers 
financing and technical assistance for exports. National Bank for 
Agriculture and Rural Development was founded in July 1982 as a 
refinancing organization based on the Shivaraman Committee's 
recommendation. National Housing Bank isfinance housing 
developments, the National Housing Bank (NHB) was established in 
1988. National Bank for Financing Infrastructure and Development -
InIndia, a recently established Development Financial Institution 
(DFI) is the (NABFID). It was introduced to finance infrastructure 
projects across many industries. This includes railroads, roadways, 
and clean energy. NABFID will provide long-term debt funding for 
viable infrastructure projects. It will refinance existing debts and own 
stock in infrastructure projects. It aims to support projects both prior 
to and throughout development. It will also support financial products 
like infrastructure bonds. Furthermore, the monetization of pre-
existing brownfield infrastructure assets will be supported by 
NABFID. Investor funds will be raised, and equity ownership will be 
accepted. The bank's initial capital would be ₹20,000 crore in 
authorized capital and ₹100 crore in paid-up capital. The Indian 
government and institutional investors would contribute equally to 
this. 
 
Significance: DFIs fill the gaps in funding for long-term and 
developmental projects. Commercial banks generally avoid this due 
to the longer gestation periods and higher risks. They provide 
financial options such long-term loans, equity, and guarantees. This is 
crucial for projects in sectors including infrastructure, renewable 
energy, and housing. DFIs help raise more private funding by taking 
on more early risks. They therefore encourage investments in general 
development. They provide technological know-how and 
management expertise. For commercial funders, this makes projects 
more viable and bankable. Furthermore, DFIs finance 
underrepresented markets and businesses that need specific financing 
solutions. This includes MSMEs, startups, and social companies. 
DFIs encourage economic growth and the development of jobs. They 
increase the accessibility of essential services.  
 
Path Ahead: DFI Capital Mobilization: In order to provide long-term 
loans, DFI requires long-term funding sources. In this case, the 
government may allow long-term-focused entities, such pension 
funds and insurance companies, to invest in stocks in order to raise 
cash. Furthermore, DFI can be adequately financed by sovereign-
backed funds, capital gains/tax-free bond sales, multilateral agency 
loans, and external borrowings. Administration of DFI: Since 
ownership and organizational structure will impact the institution's 
long-term stability, flexibility, governance, and operation, they are 
important and require further clarification. DFI functionality: 
Professionals with a strong understanding of infrastructure, policy, 
financing, and risk management must be appointed in order to work 
with the organization and offer market-driven lending packages. 
Reaching Retail Investors: The government must set up institutions 
and network platforms to promote and arrange bonds and other 
financial instruments in a way that would attract long-term investors. 
Periodic Review of DFI: To ensure that the DFI remains relevant, 
periodic reviews are necessary, taking into account changing 
economic objectives and making the necessary adjustments to the 
role. 
 
Inference: The more backward a country is, the more important the 
state government is to its economic progress. When it comes to 
providing long-term funding to swiftly catch up to the advanced 
economies, this is particularly true. In this sense, the Finance 
Minister's proposal to create a development bank is praiseworthy. 
However, a few challenging problems need to be fixed in order to 
create the proposed organization. The most crucial of these is the 
funding source. If it is expected that foreign private capital would 
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contribute equity capital (thus partial ownership), this alternative 
needs to be carefully considered.The political and administrative 
leadership should carefully consider the lessons learnt from the past 
in order to establish a strong basis for the new organization.  
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